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TRUNCATED SAMPLE SCRIPT 
 

This is a series of excerpted scenes from the full script, which 
runs to 107 pages--about 102 minutes in performance . Also 
included in this truncated script is a sampling of the 30-page 
appendix featuring casting monologues, production a dvice, and 
technical information. �

�
If you wish to secure the performance rights to the  script, pre-
recorded music tracks and pre-recorded sound effect s, contact 
Info@RuyaSonic.com �
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BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS 
�
Producers of It’s A Wonderful Life must give credit to Anthony E. Palermo in all programs distributed in 
connection with performances of the play, and all instances in which the title of the play appears in 
advertising or publicizing the production, including programs and playbills. The name of the Author must 
also appear on a separate line, immediately following the title of the play, and must be in type size not less 
than 30% of the size of type used in the title of the play. 
 
Billing shall be in the following form: 
 

(name of producer) 
presents 

 
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 

 
Adapted for the stage from Frank Capra’s film by 

ANTHONY E. PALERMO 
 

Original musical score composed and arranged by 
JONATHAN GREEN 

 
Long bio: 
ANTHONY E. PALERMO (PLAYWRIGHT) is a dramatist, performer, and educator based in Los 
Angeles. His work is heard on NPR and XM Satellite Radio as well as in audiobooks and on stage with 
L.A. Theatre Works, California Artists Radio Theater, numerous theatre troupes, and on national tours. His 
sound effects work on Yuri Rasovsky’s Sherlock Holmes Theatre contributed to its winning the Audie 
Award--the Oscar of audiobooks in 2006. He directed the 60th anniversary production of Norman 
Corwin’s On a Note of Triumph--also recreating Bernard Herrmann’s orchestral score. Tony performed 
live SFX for shows such as Eric Idle’s What About Dick?, CART's Wizard of Oz, LATW's Broadway 
Bound and The Rivalry, as well as performing 65 solo shows at the California State Fair. Tony’s Sonic 
Storytelling Studio at San Francisco’s Exploratorium is a permanent exhibit that has seen thousands of 
visitors since 2006. His Sparx Audio Adventures assembly programs and workshops are popular with 
schools and colleges across California, the U.S. and the world. Tony also hosts the RuyaSonic website, 
offering info on writing, directing, scoring, engineering, and sound effects. www.RuyaSonic.com 
 
Short bio: 
ANTHONY E. PALERMO (PLAYWRIGHT) is an Audie Award-winning performer, dramatist, and 
educator who has produced dramas and workshops for broadcast, stage, and schools. Tony hosts the 
RuyaSonic website, offering info on writing, directing, scoring, engineering, and sound effects. 
www.RuyaSonic.com  
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AUDIO NOTE: 
Try using hidden mics for the angels so that when the Superintendent and Clarence 
are speaking in Heaven, their voices can have a reverb effect applied throughout. The 
first line of their dialogue in a scene will specify [REVERB]. However, when Clarence 
is on Earth, his voice will be “dry” (no reverb.) 
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SCRIPT HAS BEEN TRUNCATED AT THIS POINT   
(several pages later...) 
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SCRIPT HAS BEEN TRUNCATED AT THIS POINT   
(several pages later...) 
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PRODUCTION NOTE: 
As applause begins to subside, have the cast lead the audience in a reprise of “Auld Lang Syne.” 
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SAMPLE SCRIPT HAS BEEN TRUNCATED AT THIS 
POINT   
�
If you’d like to secure performance rights for the full script, music and sound effects tracks, 
contact Sales@RuyaSonic.com  
 
Website: www.RuyaSonic.com 
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Writer/Director’s notes for “It’s A Wonderful Life”  
By Tony Palermo (www.ruyasonic.com) 
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DOUBLING ROLES 
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Audition ratings: A through F  
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CASTING MONOLOGUES:  “It’s A Wonderful Life” 
�
Not all roles are represented here, but auditions using these monologues should indicate which actors are 
best suited for all the roles in the play.  
 
To prepare for the audition, select a character or two and read their lines to yourself several times, both 
silently and aloud. Try several interpretations or styles of delivery. Since actors can often play several 
parts, try auditioning using different voices or accents for the various roles.��
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THE SAMPLE SCRIPT APPENDIX HAS BEEN TRUNCATED AT THIS 
POINT    
 
The full casting monologue section runs 4 pages. 
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Using Pre-Recorded Sound Effects Tracks for It’s a Wonderful Life 
by Tony Palermo (www.ruyasonic.com) 
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THE SAMPLE SCRIPT APPENDIX HAS BEEN TRUNCATED AT THIS 
POINT    
 
The full appendix runs 30 pages. 
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Pre-Recorded Sound Effects Cue List for It’s A Wonderful Life  
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Sound Design Notes 
by Tony Palermo (www.ruyasonic.com) 
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Music for It’s a Wonderful Life 
by Tony Palermo (www.ruyasonic.com) 
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Pre-Recorded Music cues for It’s A Wonderful Life  
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Advice for Live Keyboardists for It’s a Wonderful Life  
by Tony Palermo (www.ruyasonic.com) 

�
If your troupe chooses to have a live keyboardist accompany the drama, I would suggest you primarily use 
an organ as this adds a 1940s radio dramas touch to the production. The characters would have been 
listening to radio dramas and here, their life has become one. The organ was a “one man orchestra” 
capable of producing a wide variety of timbres. It was particularly well-suited dramas because of its 
ability to sustain notes under the dialogue. Using only a piano may be too “percussive” to underscore 
dialogue—consequently a piano may be limited to merely “bridging” between scenes. 
 
However, there are portions of this adaptation of Wonderful Life that call for pianos--but only as “source” 
music occurring in the location a scene is set in. These are for 8-year old Janie Bailey practicing “Hark 
The Herald Angels Sing,” a bluesy, barrelhouse piano played in Nick’s Bar, and “Auld Lang Syne” played 
on Janie’s piano in the party scene at the end. All these scenes call for a slightly out-of-tune piano sound, 
since neither the modest Bailey household nor the roughneck bar would have fancy grand pianos. On more 
scene--Martini’s Italian Tavern--uses an accordion, but that can be rendered with a piano if you have no 
real accordion, or accordion sound on your keyboard. 
 
In reproducing the sound of organs used in 1940s radio shows, please note that they ranged from the 
brands Thomas and Hammond to small Wurlitzer organs.  Many modern synthesizer/sampler keyboards 
can emulate these sounds. However, most synth organ emulations are of the familiar Hammond B-3 
model, and that instrument was only introduced in 1955, so its characteristic sounds wouldn’t have been 
used in a 1940s radio drama. However, it is possible to set a B-3, or modern clone to emulate the organs 
used in Golden Age radio. This would involve setting the drawbars for the two manuals in unusual 
registrations. (For information about organ registrations and drawbars see: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hammond_organ#Drawbars)  Native Instruments’ “B4” is a marvelous 
computer-based Hammond organ emulation that runs on PCs or Macs. You could use this program via a 
laptop as a sound source to be triggered from any MIDI keyboard. It has the ability to set your drawbars to 
the unique registrations used by vintage radio drama and theatre organists. 
See: http://www.native-instruments.com/index.php?id=b4ii for more info on the “B4” organ. 
�
To hear a modern example of Golden Age organs--played in the radio drama style, listen to the short MP3 
clip Life’s Little Ups & Downs at www.ruyasonic.com/downloads.htm    
 
In seeking to accompany your troupe’s production of Wonderful Life, you may want to listen to ... 
 

THE SAMPLE SCRIPT APPENDIX HAS BEEN TRUNCATED AT THIS 
POINT    
 
The full appendix runs 30 pages. 
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Radio Soap Opera Organ Registrations 

 
Registration Name 

00 8703 004     (Vibrato 3, Chorus 3 - fast Leslie)� Soap Opera #1�

60 2584 878� Soap Opera #2�

 
THE SAMPLE SCRIPT APPENDIX HAS BEEN TRUNCATED AT THIS 
POINT    
 
The full appendix runs 30 pages. 
 
Theatrical Organ Registrations 
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Upper Manual�

Registration� Name�

-- ---- ---� Cancel�

00 8740 000� French Horn 8'�

00 8408 004� Tibias 8' & 2'�
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Settings for “It’s A Wonderful Life” 
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�
A Listing of Sets—with a unique ID for sets and ind ication that certain sets are reused. 

�
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Set ID 
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